THIS  PAMPHLET 
HAS  BEEN  PREPARED  AT  THE 
REQUEST  OF  THE  REPRESENTATIVES 
OF  A  LARGE  NUMBER  OF  MERCHANTS 
AND  OTHERS 
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Of  what  use  is  it  to  denounce  the  Louisiana  lottery,  to  hold  mass 
meetings  and  raise  subscriptions  and  hold  up  our  hands  in  holy 
horror  at  the  iniquity  of  the  infamous  institution  which  our  southern 
sister  State  has  sent  out  to  prey  upon  the  rest  of  the  country, 
when  we  too,  have  chartered  corporations  whose  moral  principle  is 
not  a  whit  better,  and  for  whose  continued  existence  we  have  not 
even  the  poor  excuse  that  they  pay  the  State  a  revenue?  Prior  to 
the  year  1888  Massachusetts  citizens  were  justly  proud  of  her  corpora¬ 
tions.  The  formation  of  wild-cat  swindling  companies  was  impossible 
under  our  laws,  and  in  every  State  of  the  union  and  among  the 
wise  in  foreign  countries  a  Massachusetts  company  was  regarded  as 
a  synonym  of  integrity  and  solvency. 

Adventurers  who  desired  to  avoid  personal  liability  behind  the  shield 
of  a  corporation  went  to  Maine,  New  Hampshire,  or  New  Jersey 
for  their  charters,  and  even  these  were  forbidden  to  do  business 
within  this  State  until  they  had  filed  with  the  commissioner  a  cer¬ 
tificate  of  their  standing,  and  were  compelled  to  place  the  name  of 
the  State  which  granted  them  charters  on  every  billhead,  sign  or 
document. 

Particularly  was  this  Commonwealth  credited  with  the  fairness  and 
strictness  of  her  insurance  laws. 

The  powerful  corporations  of  her  own  and  other  States  were 
hedged  about  with  restrictions  for  the  protection  of  the  public. 
The  Tontine  system  was  forbidden  and  the  public  generally  taught  to 
believe  that  a  certificate  from  the  Massachusetts  insurance  department 
meant  absolute  safety  to  the  insured. 

But  four  years  ago  the  Legislature,  misled  by  representations  of 
some  of  her  most  honored  citizens  who  had  accepted  fees  to  advo¬ 
cate  a  mischievous  cause,  enacted  a  law  which  has  resulted  in  a 
reign  of  fraud  and  robbery  that  has  not  been  equalled  since  the  South 
Sea  bubble  turned  all  England  into  a  nation  of  gamblers  in  the 
last  century. 
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AN  ABSTRACT  OF  THE  LA  W. 


This  law  bears  the  innocent  title,  “  An  act  relating  to  Fraternal  Bene¬ 
ficial  Organizations,”  and  under  one  of  its  provisions  were  formed 
fifty-six  close  corporations  whose  schemes  were  anti- fraternal  and 
calculated 

TO  BENEFIT  ONLY  THE  PROMOTERS, 

while  they  excite  in  the  community  the  mania  for  gambling,  and 
tend  to  depreciate  the  worthy  institutions  of  the  State,  such  as  the 
real  fraternal  societies,  the  savings  and  co-operative  banks. 

These  corporations  consist  by  law  of  not  less  than  seven  persons 
each,  and  very  few  of  them  have  admitted  more  than  seven  into 

the  inner  ring  to  share  the  spoils.  The  corporations  are  not  re¬ 
quired  to  have  any  capital  stock,  and  the  officers  are  under  no 

bonds  for  the  proper  administration  of  their  trust  except  such  as 

they  voluntarily  impose  upon  each  other,  consequently  men  of  bad 
character  or  no  character  at  all  are  often  the  promoters.  The  cor¬ 
porations  are  permitted  by  the  law  to  assume  a  trust  relation  to  the 
public  whom  they  entice  by  flaunting  the  great  seal  of  the  Com¬ 
monwealth  attached  to  their  charters. 

The  power  for  mischief  is  conveyed  in  the  phrases  in  section  8 
of  chapter  429,  acts  of  1888,  as  follows : 

“  Any  corporation  duly  organized  as  aforesaid  .  .  .  may  provide  in  its  by-laws 

for  the  payment,  from  time  to  time  as  required,  of  a  fixed  sum  by  each  member,  and 
from  this  income  may  make  weekly  or  other  payments  to  any  member  during  a  periop 
of  disability  of  such  member,  or  pay  a  benefit  to  the  member  or  his  family  at  the  end  of 
such  period  of  time  as  shall  be  fixed  by  said  by-laws  and  written  in  the  benefit  certificate 
issued  to  said  member .” 

Under  the  power  thus  granted  these  corporations  of  irresponsible  per¬ 
sons  have  undertaken  to  pay  to  the  people  whom  they  call  members 
sums  ranging  from  $50  to  $ 2,000 ,  at  the  end  of  periods  varying  from 
six  months  to  fifteen  years,  and  in  return  for  contributions  of  the 
so-called  members,  which  the  corporations  promise,  or  make  i * 
appear  that  they  promise,  shall  have  the  ratio  of  about  one  to 
three.  That  is  to  say,  they  induce  the  unsophisticated  public  to 
invest  in  their  certificates  on  the  expressed  or  implied  promise  that 
$100  will  be  paid  for  about  $40,  $1,000  for  about  $300,  and  in  like 
proportion.  There  is  nothing  in  the  law  which  limits  the  amount 


A  DISTINCTION  WITH  A  DIFFERENCE. 


5 


to  be  promised  or  the  period  in  which  the  promise  is  to  mature. 
The  number  of  assessments  which  may  be  galled  “  as  required  ”  is> 
however,  limited  to  sufficient  to  pay  the  benefits  promised  for  sick¬ 
ness  or  disability  as  claims  of  this  nature  are  incurred,  and  as 
much  more ,  which  latter  shall  be  set  aside  as  a  reserve  fund  for 
the  exclusive  payment  of  matured  endowment  certificates.  This  re¬ 
serve  fund  the  law  requires  to 

“  be  invested  in  securities  in  which  insurance  companies  are  allowed  by  law  to 
invest  their  capital,  and  these  securities  shall  be  deposited  in  trust  with  the 
treasurer  of  the  Commonwealth,” 

The  corporations  are  permitted  to  withdraw  these  securities 

“  upon  a  requisition  signed  by  tliree-fourths  of  the  executive  committee,  or 
officers  corresponding  thereto,  and  endorsed  by  the  insurance  commissioner, 
setting  forth  that  the  same  is  to  be  used  for  the  purpose  of  the  trust.” 

There  is  a  further  provision  which  allows  the  corporations 

“within  a  period  of  three  months  of  the  maturity  of  endowment  certificates,  to 
make  any  necessary  assessments  to  meet  these  obligations.” 

The  distinction  between  the  bastard,  mis-called  “fraternal  beneficiary  ” 
organizations  formed  under  this  section  of  the  law  and  the  real  fra¬ 
ternal  societies,  like  the  Royal  Arcanum,  the  Knights  of  Honor,  the 
United  Workmen  and  others,  which  are  doing  a  noble  work  of 
charity  and  benevolence,  is  that  the  endowment  concerns  appeal 
to  the  basest  and  most  sordid  motives  of  humanity.  Their 
promised  profits  are  to  the  few  who  are  able  to  persist  at  the 
expense  of  the  many  who  must  fail  to  respond  to  the  assessments 
as  they  grow  more  frequent.  Also  they  in  effect  imitate  the  infamous 
Mrs.  Howe  by  paying  the  early  ones  with  the  money  of  the  later. 
The  whole  scheme  is  morally  and  mathematically  wrong  and  impos¬ 
sible.  The  relief  of  the  sick  enables  them  to  keep  up  the  appear¬ 
ance  of  fraternity.  It  is  for  the  pecuniary  interest  of  every  “  brother  ” 
that  other  “  brothers  ”  should  x  forfeit  their  stakes  that  he  may  win. 

THE  PRINCIPLE  is  THAT  OF  THE  LOTTERY. 

The  membership  is  such  in  name  only,  for  the  nominal  members 
have  no  representation  in  the  management,  and  all  the  profits  go 
to  the  corporation  which  risks  nothing  and  is  self  perpetuating. 
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THE  RAPID  INCREASE  OF  THE  LOTTERIES. 

At  the  time  this  law  was  enacted  the  Order  of  the  Iron  Hall 
had  been  in  existence  about  six  years.  It  had  had  no  previous 
legal  right  to  do  business  within  the  Commonwealth,  and  the  law 
was  especially  enacted  in  its  behalf.  The  passage  of  the  law  was 
procured  by  the  influence  of  George  D.  Robinson,  ex-governor  of 
the  Commonwealth,  who  appeared  before  the  committee  as  paid 
counsel. 

The  insurance  commissioner  protested  vigorously  against  the  law 
and  predicted  some  of  the  results  which  have  since  occurred.  In 
the  year  1888  only  one  company  availed  itself  of  the  privileges  of 
the  law,  and  that  one  has  very  recently  gone  into  the  hands  of  a 
receiver.  It  was  not  until  the  autumn  of  1889  and  the  spring  of 
1890  that  the  horde  of  unscrupulous  men,  many  of  whom  have  since  made 
fortunes,  apparently  realized  the  opportunity  for  plunder  that  was  open  to 
them.  Corporations  were  then  formed  with  such  rapidity  that  even  the 
promoters  of  the  Iron  Hall  became  frightened  and  again  Ex-Gov.  Robin¬ 
son  appeared’as  a  lobbyist,  this  time  begging  the  Legislature  to  forbid  the 
incorporation  of  any  more  companies.  With  this  demand  the  Legisla* 
ture  complied,  and  the  law  forbidding  further  charters  was  approved 
by  Governor  Brackett  and  took  effect  May  28,  1890. 

The  fifty-six  corporations  had  been  formed  in  Massachusetts  .in 
the  meanwhile,  and  the  selfish  greed  of  the  promoters  of  these  being 
still  unsatisfied,  these  men  and  others  of  like  character  almost  im¬ 
mediately  after  this  prohibitory  amendment  began  the  formation  of 
corporations  with  similar  purposes  in  Maine,  New  Hampshire  and 
West  Virginia.  Over  two  hundred  of  these  concerns  were  organized 
in  these  other  States  and  boldly  began  business  in  Massachusetts, 
although  without  warrant  of  law.  Many  of  these  foreign  corporations 
took  the  form  of 

NUMERICAL  BOND  INVESTMENT  COMPANIES, 

which  was  only  a  variation  of  the  endowment  scheme.  The  only 
difference  was  that  the  bond  companies  promised  their  victims  prizes 
in  numerical  order  in  return  for  assessments  at  fixed  periodical  in¬ 
tervals,  while  the  endowment  companies  promise  the  prizes  at  a  fixed 
date,  with  assessments  at  irregular  intervals.  Both  schemes  are  essen¬ 
tially  lotteries,  and  the  numerical  scheme  was  declared  by  the  Supreme 
Court  of  New  Hampshire  to  be  a  lottery.  The  Massachusetts  Legis¬ 
lature  forbade  the  numerical  bond  business  in  June,  1891,  and  most 
of  the  companies  of  this  class  have  vanished. 


THE  VANISHING  BOND  LOTTERIES. 
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The  foreign  endowment  corporations  or  orders,  as  they  call  them¬ 
selves,  have  also  disappeared.  They  universally  adopted  the  practice 
of  prizes  in  the  briefest  possible  time,  some  of  them  in  three  months, 

so  the  period  of  outgo  speedily  succeeded  to  the  period  of  income, 

and  the  inevitable  result  followed.  Most  of  the  promoters  and  man- 
I  agers  of  these  precious  institutions 

* 

“  folded  their  tents  like  the  Arabs  and  as  silently  stole  away.” 
y  During  the  height  of  the  craze  for  sudden  wealth,  inspired  by  the  active 
operations  of  these  hundreds  of  corporations,  with  their  thousands  of 
agents,  it  has  been  carefully  estimated  that  they  took  from  the  people 
of  this  State  alone  about  ten  millions  of  dollars.  And  this  great  sum 
was  mainly  from  the  poorer,  wage-earning  class,  who  could  least  afford 
to  lose  it.  And  this  great  wrong  is  directly  attributable  to  the  law  of 

1888,  for  which,  more  than  any  other  one  man, 

GEORGE  D.  ROBINSON  IS  RESPONSIBLE. 

If  Massachusetts  had  not  shown  the  way,  if  she  had  not  author¬ 
ized  her  own  citizens  to  organize  schemes  of  plunder,  the  imitators 
would  never  have  dared  to  attempt  such  wholesale  conspiracies  to 
defraud,  and  would  never  have  gained  a  foothold. 

The  earlier  Massachusetts  corporations  made  their  plans  similar  to 
the  Iron  Hall,  viz :  Their  promises  of  prizes  mature  in  seven  years 
or  longer.  The  later  ones,  to  make  the  bait  more  tempting,  reduced 
the  period  by  degrees  until  one  at  least  got  down  to  six  months, 
and  ten  promised  their  victims  payments  in  a  year.  The  story  of 
the  failure  of  all  these  is  too  recent  and  familiar  to  \>e  rehearsed 
here.  Let  it  suffice  that  twenty  corporations  in  all  have  been  enjoined 
and  their  affairs  are  slowly  being  settled  by  receivers  appointed  by 
the  courts.  In  their  final  dissolution  the  real  character  of  the  men 
who  managed  and  controlled  them  appeared.  Insurance  Commissioner 
Merrill  said  before  the  insurance  committee  of  the  New  York  Legisla¬ 


ture  : 


FAILURE  OF  THE  SHORT-TERM  ORDERS. 


“  When  rascality  is  not  the  exception  but  the  universal  rule  ;  when  each  and 
every  one  without  exception  goes  down  in  hopeless  bankruptcy,  scarred  and  marred 
and  blistered  all  over  with  embezzlement  and  robbery,  with  duplicity  and  stealing, 
you  may  be  certain  that  it  is  because  of  something  inherent  in  the  system  itself 
—  a  system  which  encourages  gambling  and  invites  and  attracts  this  sort  of  incom¬ 
petent  and  rascally  managers  to  its  control.”  * 

These  bankrupt  corporations  took,  during  the  less  than  two  years 
of  their  existence  under  the  laws  of  Massachusetts ,  from  laborers, 
clerks,  shop-girls,  seamstresses,  widows  and  people  who  are  not  usually 
able  to  distinguish  between  sound  and  fraudulent  financial  schemes, 

OVER  FIVE  MILLIONS  OF  DOLLARS, 

and  returned  to  the  fortunate  few  about  two  millions.  There 
is  a  little  over  half  a  million  in  the  state  treasury  for  the  receiv¬ 
ers  to  distribute,  and  the  balance  went  into  the  pockets  of  the 
rascals  who  managed  them.  Of  these  rascals,  six  are  in  jail  awaiting 
trial  upon  indictments  for  embezzlement,  and  twenty  or  more  have 
fled  to  parts  unknown.  But  the  extreme  penalty  for  any  violation 
of  this  precious  law,  unless  direct  embezzlement  can  be  proved,  is 
two  hundred  dollars  fine,  and  two  officers  who  are  known  to  have 
profited  a  hundred  thousand  dollars  each,  escaped  'with  this  punish¬ 
ment,  although  the  judge  said  to  them  he  wished  it  was  in  his  power 
to  send  them  to  the  state  prison,  where  they  belonged  ! 

Is  not  Massachusetts  disgraced  and  degraded  while  such  a  law 
remains  unrepealed  ? 

But  although  over  one-third  of  this  iniquitous  brood  of  corpora¬ 
tions  have  reached  the  foregone  conclusion  of  their  careers,  nearly 
forty  still  remain  to  prey  upon  the  public.  The  oldest  of  these 
has  still  two  years  to  go  on  raking  in  the  hard  earned  dollars 
from  its  so-called  members  before  the  time  will  arrive  when  it  must 
begin  to  pay,  and  shortly  after  fail,  for  it  is  a  mathematical  cer¬ 
tainty  that  not  a  tenth  of  the  present  outstanding  certificates  can 
be  paid  at  maturity,  even  if  the  managers  are  honest.  But  the 
temptation  to  dishonesty  in  the  opportunities  afforded  by  the  immense 
sums  handled  by  these  men  is  so  great  that  it  is  reasonable  to  fear 
that  a  large  proportion  of  them  will  yield  to  it,  especially  as  the 
time  approaches  when  their  glory  and  exaltation  as  “  supreme  ”  or 
“  imperial  ”  officers  must  pass  from  them. 


FALSUS  IN  UNO,  F ALSUS  IN  OMNIBUS. 
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Is  it  conceivable  that  men  who  would  enter  into  such  conspiracies* 
to  defraud  the  poor  and  ignorant  will  faithfully  turn  over  the  mil¬ 

lions  within  their  reach  when  it  is  in  their  power  by  concerted  action 
to  get  away  with  wealth  undiscovered  until  too  late  to  be  overtaken? 

THE  DEGRADATION  AND  HUMILIATION 

of  the  grand  old  Commonwealth  will  be  complete  if  this  Legislature 
adjourns  without  action  to  remedy  this  great  wrong. 

The  Legislature  of  1891  considered  the  question  at  great  length, 
with  the  most  bitter  and  acrimonious  debates  of  the  session.  Un¬ 

fortunately  the  subject  was  divided,  the  question  relating  to  the 
numerical  bond  companies  being  referred  to  the  committee  on  mer¬ 
cantile  affairs,  while  the  endowment  companies  were  considered  by 

the  insurance  committee.  The  former  listened  patiently  to  the  de¬ 

fenders  of  the  investment  companies  who,  being  then  on  the  top 
wave  of  prosperity,  were  very  bold  in  demanding  either  recognition  by 
the  Legislature,  or  at  least  to  be  let  alone.  At  that  time  the 
numerical  investment  companies  seemed  the  greater  evil  of  the  two. 
Self  constituted  guardians  of  public  morals  made  a  good  fight  before 
the  committee.  The  New  England  Watch  and  Ward  Society  did 
particularly  good  work,  enlightening  the  committee  on  the  nefarious 
character  of  the  concerns  and  the  men  who  run  them,  and  the  com¬ 
mittee  reported  a  bill,  which  passed  the  House  and  Senate  with 
substantial  unanimity,  forbidding  this  particular  form  of  lottery. 

In  the  meanwhile,  however,  the  question  on  the  endowment  orders 
before  the  insurance  committee  was  overlooked.  The  corporations 
themselves  were  represented  by  distinguished  counsel,  including,  of 
course,  Ex-Governor  Robinson,  Hon.  John  Haskell  Butler,  and  Hon. 
Willard  Howland  for  the  Massachusetts  Fraternal  Endowment  Union, 
including  twenty-one  long  term  orders ;  Charles  W.  Bartlett,  Esq., 
and  Edwin  U.  Curtis,  Esq.,  appeared  for  the  United  States  Frater¬ 
nal  Endowment  Alliance ;  Cobe  &  Russ  and  Harvey  N.  Shepard, 
Esq.,  for  the  Order  of  the  Golden  Lion ;  Wentworth  and  Hatheway 
for  the  same  and  for  the  Golden  Grail  —  both  of  the  latter  were 
short  term  orders  and  have  since  failed.  The  long  term  men  ob¬ 
jected  to  the  foreign  companies  and  to  the  short  term  men,  but 
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THE  WATCH  AND  WARE  SOCIETY' S  ATTEMPT. 


the  public  were  not  represented  at  all  except  by  the  insurance  com¬ 
missioner,  and  the  result  was  a  compromise  bill,  in  which  the  long 
term  orders  were  given  all  they  asked  for,  the  foreign  orders  were 
ignored,  and  the  two  short  term  orders  named,  against  which  there 
were  special  objections,  were  given  new  life.  The  rotten  concerns 

HAD  NOT  THEN  BEGUN  TO  FAIL. 

The  object  lesson  of  the  impossibility  and  rascality  of  their  schemes 
was  not  yet  complete,  and  the  committee  may  be  forgiven  for  reporting 
what  was  really  an  iniquitous  measure,  as  such  an  array  of  eminent 
counsel  advocated  it,  and  even  the  insurance  commissioner  consented 
to  it  as  the  best  obtainable.  The  bill  passed  the  House,  but  an 
amendment  which  would  have  legalized  all  the  bandits  from  other 
States  was  only  defeated  by  a  vote  of  95  to  91. 

The  New  England  Watch  and  Ward  Society,  flushed  with  the  suc¬ 
cess  of  its  efforts  to  suppress  the  numerical  bond  investment  com¬ 
panies,  endeavored  to  get  consideration  for  an  amendment  which 
would  have  abolished  the  whole  lot,  domestic  as  well  as  foreign,  and 
would,  if  adopted,  have  saved  poor  investors  over  a  million  of  dollars, 
which  was  lost  in  the  subsequent  failures,  but  this  amendment  was 
ruled  out  of  order  by  the  speaker. 

In  the  Senate  a  more  determined  effort  was  made  to  legalize  the 
foreign  orders,  and  was  successful.  The  Watch  and  Ward  Society 
was  orr  hand  again  with  another  amendment  which  would  have  given 
the  insurance  commissioner  discretionary  power  to  stop  them  all,  and 
this  was  also  successful,,  and  then  the  Senate,  having  stultified  itself 
by  trying  to  please  both  parties,  voted  to  refer  the  whole  matter  to 
the  next  General  Court ! 

This  brief  history  brings  us  up  to  the  present  condition  of  affairs. 
Before  the  present  Legislature  there  are  eleven  propositions  to  modify 
the  law,  five  of  them  being  to  increase  and  extend  the  power  for 
evil  of  the  gambling  corporations,  and  six  to  curtail  or  abolish  them 
altogether. 

All  these  are  referred  to  the  insurance  committee,  which  has  held 
seven  hearings  on  the  subject.  The  first  hearing  was  postponed  a 
fortnight  to  suit  the  convenience  of  Hon.  George  D.  Robinson,  who 
again  appears  as  a  paid  lobyist,  this  time  representing  the  Iron  Hall 
and  the  American  Protective  League ;  he  is  associated  with  Hon. 
John  Haskell  Butler,  Hon.  Patrick  A.  Collins,  Hon.  John  W.  Cor¬ 
coran,  and  Edwin  U.  Curtis,  Esq. 


DISTINGUISHED  CITIZENS  ORGANIZE  TO  PROTECT . 
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It  is  worthy  of  comment  that  the  counsel  who  represented  twenty- 
two  organizations  last  year,  this  year  appear  for  only  five,  and  Mr. 
Curtis,  who  last  year  was  an  earnest  advocate  of  the  short  term 
orders,  this  year  attributes  all  the  disasters  to  the  rascality  of  the 
managers  of  those  concerns  and  the  folly  of  their  schemes.  This 
formidable  battery  of  distinguished  and  expensive  counsel  have  em¬ 
ployed  all  the  arts  of  the  criminal  court  in  browbeating  and  taunting 
the  disinterested  haters  of  fraud  and  patriotic  lovers  of  the  good 
name  of  the  Commonwealth  who  have  courageously  appeared  to 
denounce  the  “  unmitigated  swindles.” 

At  first  the  adroit  counsel  secured  an  advantage  by  persuading  the 
committee  to  call  upon  the  opponents  of  the  system  to  present  their  case 
first,  but  it  was  evident,  as  the  hearing  progressed,  the  lawyers  were  sur¬ 
prised  at 

THE  VOLUME  AND  CHARACTER  OF  THE  TESTIMONY 

introduced.  One  after  another,  citizens  distinguished  for  philanthropy,  for 
learning  and  for  public  spirit,  rose  and  denounced  the  swindling  concerns, 
and  underwent  the  severe  cross-examination  of  these  eminent  lobby¬ 
ists,  whose  main  idea  of  earning  their  fees  seemed  to  be  to  en¬ 
deavor  to  cast  discredit  upon  such  men  as  Edward  Atkinson,  Augustus 
Lowell,  Robert  Treat  Paine,  Augustus  Russ,  George  S.  Hale,  Clement 
K.  Fay  and  others.  It  reminded  one  of  the  advice  of  an  old  law¬ 
yer  to  a  young  one,  “  when  you  have  a  bad  case  always  abuse  the 
opponent’s  attorney.” 

There  was  at  first  no  organization  of  the  opponents  of  the  lot¬ 
teries,  but  as  the  hearings  wore  on,  it  became  obviously  necessary  to 
protect  the  witnesses  who  were  willing  to  appear  voluntarily,  and  a 
few  gentlemen  clubbed  together  and  employed  Mr.  George  Weston 
Anderson,  who  had  previously  addressed  the  committee  on  his  own 
behalf.  Mr.  Anderson  presented  a  bill  to  wind  up  the  concerns. 

The  closing  addresses  of  John  Haskell  Butler  and  Edwin  U.  Cur¬ 
tis  have  been  printed  in  full  in  a  Boston  newspaper,  and  are  probably 
being  circulated  to  influence  the  constituency.  It  is  expected  that 
Ex-Governor  Robinson’s  address  will  also  be  circulated  for  the  same 
purpose.  It  was  adroit,  plausible,  witty,  at  times  eloquent,  but  wholly 
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THE  CLOSING  ADDRESSES  TO  THE  COMMITTEE. 


insincere.  Space  is  lacking  to  reply  to  these  speeches  in  detail. 
General  Collins’  and  General  Corcoran’s  may  be  reported  in  full  in 
the  language  of  Colonel  Frederick  Inghams  famous  double  : 

“  There  has  been  so  much  said  and  on  the  whole  so  well  said  that 
I  will  not  occupy  the  time.” 

The  supreme  and  imperial  chieftains  of  two  of  the  lottery  com¬ 
panies  who  had  the  audacity  to  speak  in  defence  of  their  schemes, 
cut  but  a  sorry  figure  after  a  few  pertinent  questions  by  Mr.  Ander¬ 
son  and  the  insurance  commissioner. 

The  insurance  commissioner’s  eloquent  and  forcible  address  will  be 
published  and  circulated. 

It  is  doubtful  what  measure  the  committee  will  report.  Whatever 
it  may  be,  it  behooves  every  public  spirited  citizen  of  the  Common¬ 
wealth  to  demand  that  the  stain  upon  her  good  name  be  removed ; 
that  the  money  in  the  custody  of  the  treasurer  be  distributed  equit¬ 
ably,  decently  and  in  order  among  the  unfortunate  people  who  con¬ 
tributed  it,  misled  by  the  apparent  sanction  of  the  law,  rather  than 
that  it  should  accumulate  until  the  inevitable  disaster  overtakes  the 
existing  corporations,  when  some  of  it  will  probably  be  stolen,  and, 
at  any  rate,  a  large  proportion  of  the  contributors  will  lose  all  they 
have  paid,  while  a  few  others  may  win  what  they  ought  not  to  have. 

Boston,  March  19,  1892. 


JOSEPH  E.  WOODS. 


